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4 situations about Sailing Instructions and Notice of Race: Appendices K & L 
 
Situation 1 
Rule 25 states:  

‘...The meanings of the visual and sound signals stated in Race Signals shall not be 
changed except under rule 86.1(b)....’ 

 
Question 1 
Can a signal in Race Signals be changed, provided there is a specific reference to the particular 
signal and the change is stated? 
 

-  If the answer is yes, what is the purpose of the quoted sentence in rule 25? 
-  If the answer is no, how can rule L 4.2 change signal AP? 

 
Answer 1 
See Q&A 2010-015, which says: 

‘It is permitted to change the meaning of the Race Signals in the sailing instructions as rule 
25 is not included in the rules that can not be changed in rule 86.1(a). When rule 25 states 
‘except under rule 86.1(b)’, that refers to the requirement that when the sailing instructions 
change a rule or the definition of the zone around marks, it must also refer specifically to 
the rule or definition being changed and state the change.’ 

 
 
Situation 2 
K 12.2 states a change to 44.1. 
 
Question 2 
Has this to be considered informational in character, as 86.1(b) only allows the sailing instructions 
to change a rule? 
 
If not repeated in the sailing instructions or if the sailing instructions simply refer to the notice of 
race (‘see NoR nn.n’), would the change be applicable at the event? 
 
Answer 2 
Using K12.2 in the notice of race is for information if there is then a sailing instruction based on 
L14.2. See also rule J1.2(1), and rule 44.1, which says that the sailing instructions ‘may specify 
the use of…some other penalty.’ A One-Turn Penalty that replaces a Two-Turns Penalty is 'some 
other penalty'. 
 
A reference in the sailing instructions to a clause in the notice of race based on K12.2 is 
equivalent to a sailing instruction that specifically changes the penalty. The notice of race is a rule.  
 
If the notice of race uses a clause based on K12.2, but there is nothing further in the sailing 
instructions, and if this gave rise to a request for redress from a boat that took a two-turns penalty, 
resulting in a significant loss of place from the time taken to perform the second turn, a protest 
committee would be entitled to decide that the failure of the sailing instructions to comply with 
J2.2(3) was an omission. 



Situation 3 
L 11.5 first sentence reads:  

‘If any part of a boat's hull, crew or equipment is on the course side of the starting line 
during the two minutes before her starting signal and she is identified, the race committee 
will attempt to broadcast her sail number on VHF channel...’ 

 
Question 3 
Why does the template use two minutes and not one minute? If L 11.5 is used, could a competitor 
expect this information even before the starting signal? 
 
Answer 3 
The main purpose of this sailing instruction (L11.5) is to inform boats that are over the starting line 
during the two minutes before the start, providing them the opportunity to start correctly and giving 
the whole fleet a feeling of where the line is. This instruction applies even when any part of rule 
30, Starting Penalties, is in use. The race committee should attempt to make the broadcast as 
soon as practically possible, and this will often be before the starting signal. However, L11.5 also 
states that failure to make a broadcast or to time it accurately should not be grounds for a request 
for redress.  
 
 
Situation 4: Course Diagram. 
 
Question 4 
Must a gate in course diagrams be identified with the rounding, eg. Mark n (s) -Mark n (p) or is the 
word ‘gate’ enough, given that rule 28.1(c) describes how a gate should be passed? 
 
Answer 4 
Either is sufficient. The diagram may either describe the two marks as a ‘gate’ or identify them 
and state which side each of them should be left. 
 
 


